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The International Non lonizing Radiation Protection Commission
(ICNIRP) is an independent group of experts established to evaluate the
state of knowledge about the effects of non-ionizing radiation (NIR) on
human health and well being and to provide science-based advice on
protection against harmful effects of NIR
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THE VERY BEGINNING

In June 1974, IRPA President Carlo Polvani (1973-1977),
proposed "a possible role of IRPA in establishing criteria and
standards in the field of health protection against non-ionizing
radiations” and the IRPA Executive Council decided to set up a
Working Group to review the health protection problems arising
from different NIR
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF AN AD HOC WORKING GROUP

"a separate and independent International Commission on NIR
Protection (ICNIRP) be established...The ICNIRP would look to
IRPA as the sponsoring international scientific organization in a
similar way that ICRP looks to the International Congress of
Radiology...".

“IRPA should consider broadening its institutional authority to
include NIR”
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RESOLUTION OF THE IRPA ASSEMBLY (PARIS 1977)

The General Assembly amends the Constitution of IRPA in order that
IRPA may apply its objectives and purposes also in the field of non-
lonizing radiation protection

The General Assembly directs the Executive Council to extend the work of
the Study Group to establish an International NIR Committee [...] with the
objective of developing background documents and international accepted
recommendations
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SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES OF ICNIRP

analysing physical characteristics of NIR and reports of biological effects from exposure
to NIR;

recommending appropriate terminology, quantities, units and methods of measurement;
developing protection criteria;
recommending systems of protection against NIR, including appropriate exposure limits;

giving guidance for the protection of workers, members of the public, patients and the
environment;

Issuing statements, recommendations or papers on selected topics as appropriate,
including reports on the application of Commission recommendations;

collating and reporting of information and coordination of studies;

initiating and participating in educational and research programmes, and pursuing any
other activities that allow the Commission to carry out its work.

ICNIRP Charter, 1992

“ﬁ“ONAL COM“,SSIO
6th International NIR Workshop £ 1 p
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 15-17 October 2008

NON 7

v R )
o, <
Mzw 99.0"

G RADIATION



6th International NIR Workshop
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 15-17 October 2008



STRUCTURE OF ICNIRP

ICNIRP operates through:

® A Main Commission (14 Members, including a
Chairperson and a Vice-chairperson)

® Four standing committees

® Consulting experts
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THE CHAIRMEN

2000-2004

1996-2000 1992-1996
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MAIN COMMISSION 2004-2008

P. Vecchia Italy Chairperson
M. Hietanen  Finland Vice Chairperson

A. Ahlbom Sweden ® R. Saunders UK
E. Breitbart Germany ® P. Soederberg Sweden
F. De Gruijl The Netherlands ® B. Stuck USA
J. Lin USA ® A. Swerdlow UK
R. Matthes Germany ® M. Taki Japan
A. Peralta Philippines ® B. Veyret France
G. Ziegelberger Germany Scientific Secretary
M.H. Repacholi Switzerland Chairman Emeritus
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ICNIRP 2004-2008
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STANDING COMMITTEES

e SC I - Epidemiology

Chairman: Anders Ahlbom (Sweden)

e SC Il - Biology and Medicine
Chairman: Richard Saunders (UK)

e SC Il — Physics and Engineering
Chairman: Rudiger Matthes (Germany)

* SC IV — Optical radiation
Chairman: Bruce Stuck (USA)
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MAIN COMMISSION 2008-2012

P. Vecchia Italy Chairman
R. Matthes Germany  Vice Chairman

R. Saunders UK ® K. Schulmeister Austria
A. Green Australia ® P.Soederberg Sweden
M. Feychting Sweden ® B Stuck USA
J. Lin USA ® A. Swerdlow UK
A. Peralta Philippines ® B. Veyret France
G. Ziegelberger Germany Scientific Secretary
M.H. Repacholi Switzerland Chairman Emeritus

6th International NIR Workshop
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 15-17 October 2008



SCOPE OF ICNIRP

ICNIRP:

provides guidance and advice on the health hazards of non-ionizing radiation

develops international guidelines on limiting exposure to non-ionizing radiation
that are independent and science based

provides science based guidance and recommendations on protection from non-

lonizing radiation exposure
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ICNIRP’S PARTNERS

WHO
IRPA ILO
IEC ICNIRP WMO
|ICOH EC
CIE
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ICNIRP Statement

GENERAL APROACH TO PROTECTION
AGAINST NON-IONIZING RADIATION

Health Physics 82:540-548 (2002)
WWW.ichirp.org
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ICNIRP AND WHO

1996 WHO launches the International EMF Project

ICNIRP is full member of the Project

Collaboration in the assessment of science

* Joint seminars

* Blue books

* Environmental Health Criteria Documents
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THE INTERSUN PROGRAMME

Launched following a resolution of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED) in 1992

A WHO Project in collaboration with
* |ARC

-Cionire)

e UNEP
* WMO

www.who.int/uv/intersunprogramme/en
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ACTIVITIES AND DELIVERABLES

Review of science (Blue Books, Scientific papers)
Assessment of health effects (EHC)

Assessment of exposure (Statements, Concerted Actions)
Recommendations on exposure restrictions (Guidelines)
Guidance on specific issues (Statements)

Organization of workshops and seminars

Advice to national authorities

Participation in scientific events
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ICNIRP PUBLICATIONS

Reviews of the published scientific literature. Set out the science base and provide
ICNIRP’s interpretations in respect of understanding effects on human health.

Exposure Guidelines. Summarise scientific results and set out the basis for limiting
exposure and recommend exposure limits.

Statements. Provide information and advice on specific topics of non-ionizing
radiation protection and/or radiation protection issues related to specific devices or
exposure situations.

Occupational Practical Guides. Address specific topics on occupational exposure to
NIR. Published by ILO in its “Occupational Safety and Health Series”.

General Documents. Documents setting out general policy issues such as the basis
for exposure guidelines and reviews of the science.

Proceedings. Publications resulting from scientific seminars, workshops and
conferences organised by ICNIRP and/or its partner organization.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CRITERIA (EHC)

www.inchem.org/pages/ehc.html
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IARC 2002 Revision of

d ELF

Guidelines

WHO 2007 ICNIRP 2009 (?)

ICNIRP 2003
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EME GUIDELINES

. Italian
English

Spanish French

Russian German
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OPTICAL RADIATION GUIDELINES



“BLUE BOOKS ”
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THE INTERNATIONAL NIR WORKSHOPS

1988 Melbourne

2002 Vancouver

2006 Baden
2000 Kyoto
2004 Seville

2008 Rio de Janeiro
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ADVICE TO NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION...

WWW. icnhirp .org
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